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Shewing, - That the GosraL i not an 
arbitrary or unneceſſary Inſtitution. In Anſwer 


to a Book intituled, Chriſtianity as old as the 
Creation. 


* Pe wt 


By THOMAS BULLOCK, M. ; 
2 Rector of North Creak in Norfolk 7 


» "% ww * 
os X * * " ** J AK 
wy 4 * Sar * 1 - 4 - 5 
An mW un — * —_— 4 6. Y — _ A 
"3 "2 ” * 1 
4 — 
5 FOOT 
* % "* ws. 
* F 0 
* : F * 
£ = * 


in St. Paul's Church-Yard, Mpccxxx. 


Printed for R. KNAPLOCK, at the Biſhop's Head 


. at... the... Ms. rode 


We * 
„ 


77377 2 — 


rr A 


— — 


FF Www 0 94 quid | Yd Wy — .. 


1 


7 * 
5 
. 
* 
* 
* 
* * 
LY 
* 
ey 
* 
* 
= . 
K 8 
* 
; * 
** 
» 
4 5 
* 
$ 
* 
* — 
4 y 
f 
* 
1 
* 
* : 
- * 
4 
* bs. d 
. * 1 8 * 
2 q ; 
* - 
* 
* 
* 9 
8.5 5 — 
1 8 — 


As 
a D 75 


3 e 
—— 
ITT. a7 
; 


* 
% 23 
WE * 
G 4 
1 EY * 23 4 
Wed: 3 A f 


4 
9 8 


SIN 
3 
WEE: 


T £9. 

9 J 3 
D 

& 


* 
rake 


» 
* 


3 


8 
MATE: 8 


4 K 


* 


7 


. 


o my very good Friends the Pa- 
riſbioners of H ACKNEY. 
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BEG leave to preſent you 
with a Sermon. preached to 
you in the Year 1728, and 
printed by the ſame Copy 
1 from which you heard it, 
without Alteration or Addition of any 
one Sentence in it. You will readily 
imagine from the Diſtance of Time 
| between Preaching and Printing it, 
that my Views now are ſome what dif- 
- ferent from what they. were then; it 
will be proper therefore to give ſome 
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[i] 

Mx View in Preachingit was, To re- 
mind both myſelf and you of ſome of 
the Fundamental Laws of our Nature, 
moſt eſſentially neceſſary to our Happi- 
neſs and Perfection here and hereafter : 
Obſerving, from the Frame of our 
Nature and the very Conditions of our 
Being, that they always were, and can- 
not but be, the Will of G op concern- 
ing us; That Reaſon itſelf was able to 
diſcover this without any pofitive Pre- 
cept, or expreſs Command requiring 
them; That all the external Interpo- 
ſitions of Providence were occaſioned, - 
by Mens Neglect of theſe immutable. 
Laws of their Nature; and that the 
true Intent of all the Revelations made 
by GoD to Mankind, was, to remind 
them of theſe Duties, and to promote 
more effectually the Obſervance of 
them. From hence I thought ou 
might readily perceive the Harmony 
there is between Natural and Revealed 
Religion, and their mutual Tendency 
to confirm and inforce each other. 


Bor a late Writer * has obliged us 
to extend our Inquiries on this Head 
a 


* In a Book Intituled, Chriftianity as Old as the 
Creation, &c. | | 


1 111 


a little farther, by queſtioning, W, be- 


ther. Mankind could ſtand in Need of any 
Help {rom external Revelation; and, 
_ what Service it could do them? I thought 
theſe Queſtions could hardly bear a 
Diſpute; and therefore, though the 


Parable, upon which my Sermon was 


founded, very plainly ſuggeſted both 
the Need and the U/e of external Reve- 
lation, yet, inſiſted very briefly on 
thoſe Points, ſuppoſing them to 


obvious to every Capacity. . 


T 1 1 Parable is this: There was a 


certain Houſholder who planted a Vine- 
yard, and hedged it round about, and 
digged a Wine-preſs in it, and built a 
Tower, and let it out to Husbandmen, 
and went into a far Country. And when 
the time of Fruit drew near, be ſent his 
Servants to the Husbandmen, that they 


might receive the Fruits of it. And the 
Husbandmen took his Servants, and beat 


one, and killed another, and ſtoned ano- 

iber. Again, he ſent other Servants more 
than the firſt; and they did unto them 
likewiſe. But laſt of all he ſent unto 
them his Son, ſaying, They will reverence 


my Son. But when'the Husbandmen ſaw 


the Son, they ſaid among themſelves, This 
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te Heir, 256 1 us kill him, and 


32 us ſeize on his Inheritance. 


Now, ſhould any Man aſk, (upon 
* Letter of this Parable) MV. bat Need 
had the Houſbolder to fend Servants to 
the Husbandmen; or what good he could 
propoſe by ſending them ; he would be 
reckoned very impertinent. But he 
will urge perhaps in juſtification of 

his Queſtion, That the 
* The Law Houſholder covenanted *. 
of Nature, with his Husbanamen , 
VvVhen he put them in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his V ineyard( a); That the Co- 
venants were abſolutely perfect, with- 
out Flaw or Defect, preſcribing evety 
thing that was requiſite to the well-or- 
dering and good Culture of the Vine- 
yard(b); That theſeCove= 
＋ Reaſon. nants were ingraven in 
aaa a fair indelible Character 
upon a Monument erected for that 
urpoſe, to which every one might 
— recourſe, and expreſs'd fo clearly 
that an attentive Mind could not fail 
to underſtand them (c): Therefore the 
Hubandmen could not need Meſſen- 
| gers 


1 Chriftianity, &c. Chap. I. (4) Ib. Ch. VI. 
(e) Chap. II. | | 
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* 1 
gers to e them of their Dur 


and to 1mpoſe new Terms had been ar 1 j 
trary and ungenerous, and unbecoming 


the Houſholder's Character (4). if 
the Parable obviates all this imperti- 


nent Cavil, by telling us expreſsly, 
That they were ſent to demand the 


Fruits of the Vineyard, which the Huſg 


bandmen, notwithſtanding their Obli- 


gation by original Agreement, were 
backward to pay. 


Nor content with this, he urges 


farther, How could the Husbandmen 


refuſe it, when with due Attention they 


moiſt perceive, that they were bound 
in Intereſt as well as Duty to perform 
Covenants, their Happineſs and Securi- 


ty, and every thing a wiſe Man can rec- 


kon valuable depending thereupon ? (e) 


To this I need only ſay, That when a 
Man pretends to argue againſt Fa&, he 
deſerves no Anſwer. But if we mult 
ſatisfy an impertinent Curioſity, the 
Account is obvious. It is very proba- 


ble that Carele/neſs and Inattention firſt 


betrayed them, by giving an Opportu- 
nity to their Pa ons to fix upon im- 
proper 


nnr „n 


4 


po Oo, which catried theit 


Thoughts ſtill farther off from their 
Duty, and tempted them by Degrees 
to neglect it, till at length man 


— 


* 


them conceived a Diſlike to it. The 


longer they had proceeded in this in- 


dolent Courſe, they grew ſtill more 


fond of the immediate ſenſible Plea- 


ſures the Vineyard afforded them, and 


| conlequently more averſe to the Terms 
of their Covenant, which required a 


good deal of Seriouſneſs, Induſtry 


and Attention. From hence ſome 


of the moſt careleſs and diſſolute be- 
gan to look upon the Improvements 
they were obliged to make, and the 
Returns that were due to the Hon ſbold- 


er, as unreaſonable Impoſitions: O- 


thers obſerving, that none were called 


to Account, no viſible Difference made 
between them that were careful to per- 
form Covenants and them that were 
not, concluded every Man was left to 
himſelf, to act according to his own 
beſt liking. This pernicious Notion, 
which was found moſt apt to prevail 
the Houſbolder ſeveral times check d 
by exemplary Puniſhments executed up- 
on ſome of the moſt profligate. Theſe 
were found to have a good Effect up- 
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on many for ſome time, by eonvineing 
them, that they were nat Lords, but 

Husbandmen in another's Vineyard, 
which made them more attentive to 
the Conditions upon which they held 
it. | | 


Bur as theſe Impreſſions grew 


weaker by Time, (as every thing which 


ſtrikes with Terror is apt to do) ſa 


their Attention ſlackened. This made 


way for their uſual Gratifications 8 


inſinuate themſelyes, which by Indul- 


gence gained ground in their Affecti- 
ons, till Attention to their Duty bes 
came irkſome and uneaſy. This put 
them upon inventing Ways of ſatisfy- 
ing their Maſter, without rendring him 
the Fruits and making the Improve» 
ments, which by Covenant they were 
obliged to. But as this could hardly 
be done with any manner of Satisfaction 
to themſelves, whilſt the Monument 
preſented to them continually the ori- 
ginal Articles ; therefore ſome were for 
_ deſtroying it: But this was not only 
impoſſible to be done, but it appeared 
to molt a raſh Deſign of very ill Ten- 
dency, and therefore was oppoſed and 
fruſtrated. Jet it became to many as 


1 
3 


= 


[viii 
2 thing -aboliſhed, by induſtriouſly a- 
voiding it. There was another Scheme, 


of defacing and razing out (if poſſible) 


ſome particular Articles, which they 
found diſagreeable to their corrupt In- 
clinations. Though this was general- 


ly approved; yet, as their Inclinations 


lay different ways, their Opinions were 
different, and they could not well agree 


about the Particulars : For every one 
could eaſily perceive the good Tenden- 
cy of thoſe Covenants, which did not 


interfere with his own Affections, and 


them he was for preſerving; whilſt 
others differently affected were for de- 


facing them. The Conſequence was, 
That few Articles eſcaped without 
ſome miſchievous Attempt from one 


Hand or other. Some Articles had 
more Favourers than others, who took 


Pains to prevent the defacing of them, 


or to render them more legible after 
they had been defaced : But ſome ſuf- 


fered greatly thro? a general Neglect, 


ſcarce any Attempts being made to re- 
ſtore them to their original Clearneſs 
and Perſpicuity. And though the whole 


was ingraven in indelible Characters, 


which could not utterly be erazed; yet 
many parts were ſo abuſed, that wich- 


„ out 


2 2 
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„ | 
out a very quick Sight, great Attentz 


on, Care, and much Poring, they could 
not be made out to Satisfaction. 


IT will be aſked perhaps, Could is 
think this affected Ignorance would ſa- 
tisfy their Lord, or excuſe them to 
him, who had not conſented to, and 
could in no wiſe approve this Abuſe of 


his Covenants? The Plea, tis true, 


would by no means bear ſifting: But 
we know that ill-diſpoſed Minds will 
build a great deal upon very ſhallow 
Pretences, that ſeem to give Counte- 
nance to their corrupt Inclinations. And 
then to ſtrengthen che Excuſe, they pro- 
poſed to make him Amends ſome other 
Way. To this End ſome ſent him, in- 
ſtead. of the Fruits, the very Weeds (V). 
which began to over-run his Vineyard 
through their Neglect of Culture, O- 
thers ſent him again the Things be 155 
given them for their own Uſe (g), i 
which he could poſſibly have no Plea- 
ſure. And others tore off the young 
Shouts of their Vines (), which right- 
Ty cultivated would have produced a 


2 | _ great 
) Namberleſs Superſtitions. 40 Sgerifices 
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great deal of Fruit, 158 ſent them as 
an Offering to their Lord. 


FroM * him 10, they began to 
to think as ill of him (3): conceiving 
him to be even ſuch an one as themſelves, 
fanciful and variable, pleaſed and diſ- 
| with Trifles: Till at length they 

d repreſented him in ſo many Forms 
and Shapes H, that their Repreſenta- 
tions of im ſerved, not only to excuſe, 
but to countenance and juſtify almoſt all 
their Extravagances. Political deſigning 
Men made a Property of him, by pre- 
tending to ſend and receive Meſſages 
from him (/), calculated to ſerve their 
private Purpoſes. And very often to 
render them more effectual, they found 
themſelves obliged to ſpread rightful 


Notions of him, as a Being partial, 


obſtinate, fierce, and full of Reſent- 
ment; which made the very Appre- 
henſion of him terrible to weak Minds. 
This gave occaſion to others (n, eaa- 
fily perceiving the Folly of ſuch Re- 
preſentations, to run into the other 
Extreme; who imagined he was ſo in- 
tent upon his own private Pleaſures, 
that 
() Polytheiſm. (4) Idolatry. (2) 8 
(m) Epicureaus. 


* 


chat he had no Concern about the 
Vineyard, or the Management of it; 
but had left them to themſelves to pur- 


ſue (as they ſaid he did) their on pri- 


vate Gratification. This Notion was 
ſo taking, that it met with more hear- 
ty Friends than open Profeſſors; and 


it is eaſy to gueſs what Influence it had 
upon their Conduct. 


| ConsIDERING this great Variety of 
Opinions concerning the Houſholder, 
his Character, and Deſign in planting 
his Vineyard and placing them in it; 
Conſidering, amidſt the Rubbiſh of a 
great many prevailing Errors and Pre- 
judices, how difficult it was to find 
out the ſingle Truth; Conſidering, that 
inſtead of uſing chat Attention, which 
was requiſite to make the Diſcove- 
ry, they were generally grown liſtleſs 
and averſe to it; Conſidering, that 
many had imployed their Attention 
the quite contrary way, and had fur- 
niſhed their Fellow-Labourers with 
Opinions, calculated to confirm them 
in their diſſolute Behaviour, which for 
that Reaſon, they greedily catched at, 
and with readineſs embraced : 1 ay, 
gonſider ing all this, who can queſtion, 


„ but 


. 
but there was Need of ſome extraordi- 
nary Inter poſition on the Part of the 


Houfholder, to reclaim his Husband- 


men, to correct their pernicious Opi- 


nions, to give another Turn to their 
perverſe Inclinations, to awaken and to 


keep up Attention, and to guard againſt 


the like Corruptions in Opinion and 
Practice for the future. 


SoME may be apt to think, that in 
this Caſe the Houſholder had nothing 
elſe to do, but either to compel his 
Husbandmen to perform Covenants or 
to turn them our of his Vineyard: But 
the firſt of theſe he had reſolved againſt 
from the Beginning, purpoſing always 
to treat them as free Agents, to leave 
the Determination of their Conduct to 
themſelves, and to make their Duty to 
him a matter of their own free Choice: 
The latter he could not reſolve upon 
(ſuch was his Goodneſs and Compaſſion 
towards them) whilſt there was any 


probable Means of reclaiming them con- 


ſiſtent with their free Agency. There- 
fore after ſeveral Methods tried, ſuch 
as Were beſt ſuited to their andy 
ſtances and Diſpoſitions at particular 
Times ; ſometimes by exemplary Pu- 

niſhments 
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- niſhments executed upon the worſt 3 
moſt incorrigible; ſometimes by di- 
ſtinguiſhing with peculiar Marks of 
his Favour ſome few, that in a parti- 
cular Part of his Vineyard were beſt 
diſpoſed to keep up the Memory of 
Him and his Covenant, till Opportuni- 
ty ſerved of attempting a more general 
Reformation : He at length took the 
following Meaſures, which have all ima- 
ginable Marks of Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs in them, being viſibly contrived Zo 
awake and to keep up Attention, and to 
influence their ¶Mfections; all their Cor- 
ruptions both in Principle and Practice 
having proceeded originally from In- 
attention, and the ill Turn their Paſ- 
frons took for want of prudent Thoughts 
to guide them. 


To this End he determined to give 
the Meſſenger, intended to be * 
ed on this Occaſion, ſome very diſtiu- 
guiſbing, ſenſible * Marks of his Au- 
thority and Commiſſion. This was 
plainly neceſſary to awake, and to com- 
mand Attention, without which the beſt 
Reaſoning in the World will never 
cure Men of Prejudices, found to be fa- 

| vourable 


Miracles. 
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voutable to their corrupt Inclinations, 


dome few of the Husbandmen, more ſe- 


ridus and attentive than the reſt, had 


diſtoveted great Weakneſs and Folly in 
mafiy of the prevailing Notions, which 


_ tended to countenance their diſſo- 


lure Behaviour, and ingaged to make 
the ſame appear to others that would 
attend. But how to gain Attention was 
the Difficulty; when there were others 
who made the ſame outward Pretences 
to Wiſdom and Knowledge with them- 
ſelves, that undertook to defend thoſe 
prevailing Errors, and were therefore 


more readily attended to and more fa- 
vourably heard, the Inclinations of 


theit Hearers running before their Ar- 
guments towards Conviction. For this 
Reaſon, as there was need of a Meſſen- 
er to be imployed immediately by the 
Voubolder himſelf; ſo there was need of 
ſome outward, ſenſible Marks to diſtin- 
guiſh him, which would create a ſtrong 
Preſumption, at leaſt, that he was ſo 
imployed. Such Preſumption obviouſly 
obliged them to attend, till they had 
diſcovered ſomething in the Conduct of 
the Meſſenger, or the Affairs he came 
about, inconſiſtent with the nen Cha- 
racter and Deſign of the Houſholder. 
| 2 THis 


* 


ru 1s Method 3 was very pro- 
per to command Attention, and to cut off 
all Excuſes for not attending, which was 
one of the firſt and principal Cauſes of 
all their Corruptions. For though no 
one could juſtly be received as a Meſſen- 
ger from the Houfholder (whatever ex- 
ternal Signs he gave of a Commiſſion 
from him) if he propoſcd any thing, 
they knew and were well aſſured to be 
— with the Houſholder's Cha- 
racter and Deſign concerning him: Yet 
thoſe Sigus being of themſelves apt to 
raiſe Attention, and affording a ſtrong 
Preſumption in Favour of the Miſſion, 
they muſt be quite inexcuſable that 
would give no heed at all to the Meſ- 
ſage, or that would not attend, till 
they had diſcovered ſomething unwor- 


thy of the Perſon ſuppoſed to ſend him. 


AND this, as it obliged them to at- 
tend to the Embaſly, ſo it obliged them 
likewiſe to conſider and examine more 
carefully, than ever they had done be- 
fore, the Character of the Houſholder, 
and his Deſign in Planting the Vine- 
yard and placing them in it; which had 
quickly a very good Effect upon . : 

or 
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Law} 
For their Attention being awakened by 
this Means, they applied themſelves 
more ſeriouſly to examine and diſcover ' 
the firſt Notices the Houſbolder had gi- 
ven them of himſelf and his Deſign, 
which upon Trial they found more ea- 
fily diſcoverable, than formerly they 
were willing to imagine. When upon 
comparing theſe Diſcoveries with the 


Purport of the Meſſage, they found an 


. 


entire Harmony between them, they 


were the more thoroughly convinced 
of the Truth of both, and thereby more 
effectually wrought upon to correct 
their former Opinions and Practices by 


them. 


IT had alſo ſome good Effect among 
thoſe, who would not acknowledge the 


Meſſenger, nor pay any Regard to his 


Commiſſion. For, as his Interpoſition 


in a very ſurprizing unuſual Way had 


raiſed a general Attention, many groſs 
Errors and Prejudices (which before 
were greedily embraced without Exa- 
mination, for the Countenance they 


gave to molt of their Extravagances) 


were quickly expoſed, and their Abet- 
tors obliged to give them up as ridicu- 


lous and indefenſible. And it is obſerva- 


b Co, 


Twi) 

ble, that theſe refractory Husbandmen, 
who would never acknowledge this In- 
terpoſition to be from the Houſbolder, 
have been ever ſince continually reform- 
ing and new- modelling their Schemes 
and Opinions, upon the Foot of that 
better Knowledge introduced by his 
Meſſenger; yet they would inſinuate, 
that they are not indebted to him for 

it, though they prove it F, even whilſt 
they diſpute it. 


HRE then was one good End ſerv- 
ed by this extraordinary Inter poſition, 
That it raiſed Attention; by which 

means a great many extravagant Opi- 
nions, miſrepreſenting the Houſholder 
and his Deſign concerning the Huf- 
bandmen and his Vineyard, fell before 
it. And it cannot be denied but thoſe 
Points have been ſince generally better 
known and underſtood than they were 

F524 Do before. 


+ Let any Man read the Boot referred to, he will 
readily perceive the beſt Thoughts in it, relating to 
God, his Attributes and Perfections, and the Obliga- 
tions of natural Religion ariſing from thence, are all 
borrowed from Chriftian Writers, who were very ſen- 
ſible, that ſuch Sentiments were ſcarce to be found in 
the World before the Preaching of the Goſpel, but that 
Opinions and Practices directly oppolite univerſally 


prevailed. 


g 
| | 


ſ 


ie 
before. Vet ſome diſaffected Husband- 


men, in deſpite of unqueſtionable Fact, 


have laboured to perſuade their Fel- 
lows (n), That the Repreſentation of 
theſe Matters by the Houſholder's Meſ- 


enger ſerve rather to miſlead and con- 


found, than to inform their Judgments 


rightly about them. 


231 Bu T to return. The Meſſenger im- 
ployed on this Occaſion, being furniſh- 


Matth. v. 
7. 


Ver. 20. 


Shu. 14 
Acts 11. 
_ 

1 Joh iii. 


Matt. vii. 
$1; Ce. 


ed with Credentials which naturally 
raiſed Attention, took that Opportuni- 
ty to fix it, where it ought always to 
have been fixed, Upon the Covenant 
by which they were originally obliged. 
Aſſuring them, that he came not to 


alter or deſtroy it, but to exact a ſtrict- 


er Attention to, and a better Obſerv- 
ance of it; that their Neglect of it was 
the very Occaſion of his Coming; and 
that their Maſter would not be ſatisfied 
upon any other Terms, nor admit of 
any other the moſt ſpecious Pretences 
they could make to his Favour. This 
was his conſtant Subject; his Diſcourſes 
are filled with Admonitions to this ef- 
feat, ſometimes expreſs'd in general 
Terms of repenting, doing his Father's 

1 3 
(z) Ib. Ch. XIII. 
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Will, &c. ſometimes applied to par- 
ticular Caſes, where he found them 
groſsly ignorant, or greatly negligent; 
ſometimes inculcating certain compre- 
henſive Rules and Maxims, which 
might ſerve as a common Meaſure to 
their Conduct in particular Caſes, leav- 
ing the Application of them in thoſe 
Caſes to thoſe means of Knowledge, 
which the Houſholder had given them 
from the Beginning. 


Bur knowing their Attention would 
not laſt long, unleſs their Affections 
likewiſe could be ingaged, He inſiſted 
much upon the earneſt Concern the 
Houſholder had for the good Manage- 
ment of his Vineyard; which was ma- 
nifeſted by ſending him, his only Son, 
the next and deareſt Perſon to himſelf, 
on that Occaſion. And it is well known, 
that the Dignity of the Perſon imploy- 
ed in an Affair ſhall give it Weight, 
and influence unthinking People, when 
barely the Importance of the Subject 
cannot: They are naturally apt to con- 
clude, from the Dignity of the Perſon 
imployed, that the Buſineſs muſt be 
of great Importance, and that he, by 
D 2 whom 


| | 2 . 


% 


whom he was imployed, muſt have 
the Succeſs of it very much at Heart. 

To ingage them ſtill more, he gave 
them a ſenſibla Proof, that his Father's 
Demands were not rigorous, By volun- 
tar ily undertaking the Part of a Fel- 
low-Labourer with them, confining 
himſelf ſtrictly to the Obſervance of all 
thoſe Rules by which they were oblig'd, 
chooſing always the hardeſt, and what 
they thought the moſt diſagreeable part 
himſelf, conſtantly declining thoſe fan- 
_ ciful Gratifications and Amuſements, 
which he ſaw had given a wrong-Turn 
to their Inclinations, and made their 
Duty ſeem hard and unpleaſant. 


. Hz aſſured them farther, That his 
Father had another Vineyard, preſerv- 

ed in the greateſt Beauty and Perfecti- 
on, yielding uninterrupted Pleaſure and 
Delight to all that were imployed in it, 
through their conſtant, chearful, uni- 
ted Endeavours to cultivate and im- 
prove it by thoſe very Rules from which 
they had ſwerved; That even his Fa- 
ther's Conduct was formed upon the 
ſame Principles, by which he deſired 
theirs ſhould be governed; That by the 
e 13 Rules 


tbh 
Rules, he had | preſcribed them he in» 


tended to fit them for: himſelf, and ta 
qualify them for thar better Vineyard, F 
into which he propoſed to receive them, 
not as Servants, but as Friends and Chill. 
dren, when he found in them a Diſpo- 


fition and Conduct conformable to thoſe 


Rules, by which it was as. in the 


greateſt Perfection. 


TRE ae themſelves were 


ſenſible, that the Injoyment of the 


Vineyard then in their Poſſeſſion ſhould 
be of no long Continuance; they had 
alſo generally conceived an 1 
Apprehenſion, that they were to be re- 
moved to another Vineyard: But this 
was diſputed by many, miſrepreſented 


by moſt, and at beſt ſo imperfectly con- 


ceived and ſo doubtfully ſpoken of, 
that the Influence reached but a very 
little way, and the good it did was in- 
conſiderable. But the Repreſentation 
and Aſſurance given of it by the Sox, 
as it was apt to raiſe Attention, ſo it 
could not (if attended to) but influence 
2 Affections, and entirely remove e- 

very hard Opinion conceived of the 
Houſholder, his Deſigns concerning 
them, and his . from them. 
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25 H AVING taken theſe Methods to 


convince them of the Folly, Perverſe- 


neſs and Ingratitude of their paſt Con- 
duct, they could not but ſee they had 
forfeited all Claim to the Ho ſpolder's 
Favour, and were in Juſtice liable to be 
turned out of the Vineyard, which con- 
trary to Covenant and in deſpite of 
_ Goodneſs they had miſerably abuſed. 
He then proceeded to tell them, that 
his Father was til! placable, and well 


inclined to forgive what was paſt ; but 


had conceived, that to do this freely 


(without ſhowing ſome Reſentment of 


their paſt ill Conduct, and without in- 
ſiſting upon ſome Method of Reconci- 
liation, which ſhould ſignify his Ab- 
horrence of it, and tend more effectual- 
ty to diſcountenance it for the future) 
would not be confiſtent with the Wiſ- 
dom of his Government, nor anſwer 
the View, upon which alone he was in- 
clined to bear longer with them, The 


Proſpect of their Amendment, Upon 


which he added, That in Compaſſion 


to them, he had freely offered himſelf ' 


to be their Mediator, and to pay the 


Price of their Ran/om for them: Ho- 


ping that this would 77fluence their Af 


fections, 
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 feftions, give another Turn to their 
Diſpoſitions and Conduct, and that 4 
grateful Senſe of his diſintereſted Love 


would ingage them to be more cir- 
cumſpe& for the future. And there» 


fore, leſt this Motive to a chearful O- 
bedience ſhould fail of its due Effect; 


as others had done before, through In- 
attention and Forgetfulneſs, He deſired, 
not for his own Sake, nor with an In- 
tent to burden them, that they would 
keep up a ſolemn Remembrance of it in 


their public Aſſemblies, by complying _ 


with an eaſy fignificant Inſtitution *, 


which he had appointed for that Pur- 


| pole. 


NEvERTHELESS, this affectionate, 


diſintereſted Interpoſition had not that 
good Effect at firſt, which might rea- 
ſonably be expected from it. The Ge- 
nerality, and they eſpecially who had 
always the greateſt Sway in the Vine- 
yard, {lighted and oppoſed it. So ſtrong 
was the Byaſs, which bad Habits and 


Affections had laid upon their Minds, 
that they hated the Thoughts of Refor- 
mation, and conſequently the Means in- 


tended 


*The Lord's Supper, a poſitive Inſtitution of the 
Goſpel. | | 
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tended to promote it. To them there- 
fore, who had diſcovered a better Diſ- 
poſition, and influenced by this gra- 
gious Inter poſition on the Part of the 
Honſbolder, had reſolved upon a ſincere 
Obedience to his Will for the future, 
the Son addreſſed himſelf i in the fol- 
lowing manner: 


cc You ſee the Perverſeneſs of your 

« Fellow-Labourers, and may cafily 
« gueſs what will be the Conſequence ; 
That I ſhall ſoon be caſt out of the 
e Vineyard by Violence, and they alſo 
c ho declare their Adherence to me, 
« and endeavour to carry on the De- 
de ſign, which I have begun, muſt ex- 
< -pect to meet with the like injurious 
Treatment. But be not diſcouraged 
follow my Example, and continue 
% ( notwithſtanding all Diſcourage- 
ments) to make publick Profeſſion of 
your Adherence to me , and of your 
% Purpoſe to conform to the Deſign 
„ of my Miſhon. I do not require 
« this for my own Sake; but becauſe 
I know it will be of Service, not on- 
ly t to you, as a Remembrancer, to 
| | | cc put 


* Public Preſeſſton of Faith in CHRIS r, another 
poſitive nen | 


as 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


te 


cc 
cc 
ec 
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cc 


cc 


at 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 
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it will have a good effect upon others. 


For ſome of the worſt Tempers have 
their Intervals of Seriouſneſs and At- 


tention: If therefore the Deſign of 
my Miſſion be ſpread abroad, and fre- 
quently preſented to their Thoug hrs 


hold of them in their fcrious Hoprs 


and at length prevail. 
ſhould once be wrought upon:thro? 


Fear to conceal and ſuppreſs it, as 

ſ] read 
its Influence among others; 1 the 
« Remembrance of it will wear away 
by Degrees among yourſelves, and 
the good Effects of it leſſen in Pro. 


you cannot expect it ſhould 


portion, 


„To encourage and ſupport your 
ſelves therefore againſt Fear on this. 
Account, Conſider, that at the worft 
they can but caſt you out of the 
Vineyard, and then my Father will 
take you into his better Vineyard 


(for 


. 


Y put you in Mind of all choſe Mo- 
tives and Conſiderations, by which 
I have engaged you to reſolve upon 
te a ſtrict Obſervance of Covenants for 
the future; but alſo becauſe in time 


- 


by an open Profeſſion of it, it may 7 
But if you 
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«(for which you had ſincerely endea- 


e voured to qualify yourſelves) where 
no ſuch reſtleſs Tempers, uneaſy to 
themſelves and troubleſome. to o- 


et thers, ſhall ever enter. And that 
you may not be diffident, or deſpair 


* of Strength to ſupport yourſelves, I 
aſſure you, that you ſhall want no 
Countenance, or Aſſiſtance that is 
needful in any Caſe whatſoever. I 
know, and have experienced your 
Needs and Infirmities; and my Fa- 
ther hath given me all Power on your 
Behalf, to do for you in all Caſes what 
I ſhall ſee moſt expedient. Only 1 
te adviſe, That in all ſuch Caſes you 
« lay your Wants before my Father, 
«© humbly defiring, in my Name, and 
% for my Sake *, that he will admini- 
«© ſter ſuitable Relief. This, as it will 
« ſerve to remind you of your Depen- 


e dance upon him, and the Obedience 


« due to him upon that Account; 
* ſo to do it in my Name will re- 


mind you of your paſt Miſcarri- 


« ages, whereby you ſtood in need of 
« a Mediator, which will naturally 
5 * oblige 


Do pray to G o p through the Mediation of CHRIST, 
a poſitive Inſtitution of the Sl. 
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cc 


c oblige you to be more citcumſpect . 
te for the future: It will alſo call t 

„ mind the many encouraging Con- 
© fiderations, which have offered 
© themſelves through my Mediation; 
the good Effect whereof you have 

te felt already, and therefore it muſt 
ee be of Service to be Eg re- 

Fe minded of them. 


" As to thoſe, who ſhall 1 | 
te beprevailed upon by the ſame means, 
« to acknowledge the Folly of their 
« paſt Miſconduct, and reſolved upon 
e a ſtrict Adherence-to their Duty for 
« the future, ſhall defire to be admit- 4 
te ted into Fellowſhip with you; I ad | 
te viſe, That you inſiſt upon a public ; 
e ſolemn Engagement from them to 
that Effect; and then that you re- 
* ceive them by an external Waſhing 
e of their Bodies , to fignify both to 
* them and to you, that the State en- 
* tered upon by that Rite obliges you 
to a continual Purgation, or Clean- 
ing from all Stain of Diſobedience ; 

* to which End I promiſe, that all 
5: 'Y needful 


cc 


® Baptiſm a poſitive Inſtitution of the Goſpel. 


#6 


« 
gc 
F 
4 


* * * 


cc 


222% 


cc 
(c 


4 1 


1 xxviii ] 


e needful Aſſiſtance ſhall be admint- 


* to an 


0 You may plainly ſee to what all 
« this tends. Had you been mindful 
of the Covenant, which my Father 
made with you, upon your firſt En- 
trance into his Vineyard, and at- 
tended to it as you ought; there had 
been no need of my Mediation, nor of 
any extraordinary Methods to ingage 
your Obedience to it. For as that 
Covenant was abſolutely perfect, pre- 

ſcribing every Thing requiſite to the 
good Management of the Vineyard: 

So you had /ufpcient Means of know-_ 
ing how it ought to have been wa- 


* naged, and of perceiving that your 


| cc 
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cc 
ec 
cc 
© 
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own Good was con ſulted in every 
Article. But you q ucly grew care- 
leſs, ſuffered Trifles in compariſon, 
to run away with your Afedtions, 
which carried of: your Attention 


with them. The ihe Covenant be- 


gan to be neglected; that Neglect 
was attended with many Tranſgreſ- 
ſions your Tranſgreſſions made you 
hate che Thoughts of it, and willing 


to catch at any fond Opinion that 
( countenanceg. 


ex 
cc 


cc 


121 
countenanced your —— : ; 
Till by groſs Corruptions both in 
Principle and Practice, you had 


brought Things into ſuch Diſorder 


that you could not but feel the In- 


conveniences of it; yet through bad 


Habits and Prejudices, you had ge- 


verally conceived ſuch an Averſion to 


Thoughts of Reformation, that 
n0 ordinary Means were likely to ef- 
fect it in any tolerable Pies 


„ Tls is the Buſineſs upon which 
I am ſent; Not to alter or diminiſh 
a Tittle of the Covenant, by which 
you were originally obliged : Na; 
your own good, and the good of the 
Vineyard will not ſuffer it; I ſhould 
in Truth be your Enemy if I propo- 
ſed it. The Amendment required re- 
lates to yourſelves, and not to the Co- 
venant. T hat was faultleſs and with- 
out Detect ; Du only have been de- 
ficient in the Obſervance of it. 1 
am therefore ſent, to convince you 
of my Father's immutable Purpoſe to 
exact Obedience to it, to awaken your - 
Attention, and to ingage you by A 


t fection, as well as Duty, to adhere 
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ellfaſtly to it. Uſe. bur Attention, 
l 


and you cannot but ſee ir was inten d- 


d for your preſent Good; and [ 
have ſhewed you more plainly, than 


ever you knew before, how much 
- your future Intereſt depends upon it. 
Then, if you conſider the very ear- 


te neſt, merciful Methods that have 


©: been uſed, you may eaſily ſee it 


is for your Sakes, that my Father 
© has been thus urgent and ſollicitous 
“ in this Affair. The In/titutions I 
* have given you, have a View only to 
6 this End, and I would have you look 
“upon them as ſuch; not as Penances 
c impoſed upon you for your paſt Neg- 
* lect; nor as Indulgences to be plead- 
5 ed in Excuſe for any future Neglect; 
% nor as Subſtitutes in the Room of any 
4 Duties originally required; nor as 
% Additions, ſtrictly ſpeaking: But as 
% Monitors, to put you in mind of your 
« paſt Failings; that you may be the 
« more circumſpect for the future; as 
* Remembrancers, to awaken and keep. 
“ up Attention to your Duty, and to 
«© bring to mind ſuch Motives and Con- 


4 fjderations, as are very proper to inſu- 
$ ence your Affections in Favour of it. 


% Wang 


4 Want of Attention dete yed you! af 
« firſt; this gave a looſe by your A. 
6 fections, which blindly fixed them 
_ « {elves upon improper Objects; from 
_ © whence proceeded all your Corrup- 
& tions in Opinion and Practice. 
© therefore I have awakened your At. 
«© tention,” T have given you theſe"Or= _ 
« dinances to keep it awake. - In your 
© preſent State you will find frequent 
« need of ſuch Helps; but if you uſe 


e them fincerely as ſuch, you ſhall find 


” them a Means of greater. 


I n AVE now carried the Parable 
as far as I intended, or the preſent Oe- 
caſion requires. And I think the State 
of Mankind with reſpe& to Gop, an- 
ſwers ſo plainly to this ſtate of the Caſe 
between the Hou/holder and his Huf- 
 bandmen, that I need not make the A 
plication, but leave the Parable, as the 

Author of it did, to explain itſelf. 


From this Representation chen of 
the State of Mankind, when the Go- 
del appeared (which I think is not 
diſputed by the Writer above-mention- 
_ let * Man judge, Whether! it did 


not 


not need ſome extraordinary Remedy. 


But This (he tells us (o) is ſuppoſing Gop 
had left Mankind Four hundred Years to- 
gether deſtitute of ſufficient Means to do 
their Duty, and to preſerve them from 
fonking into a corrupted degenerate State. 
Fudge, I pray, between Gop and his 
Vineyard Had He left them without 


ſuſfcient Means? Or did they neglect 


and abuſe them? If a Traveller throws 
Duſt in the Eyes of his Guide, and by 


that means loſes his Way, will you 
cConclude, as this Author does (55 That 
the Fault was not in the Traveller, but 


in the Guide, or in him that gave him 


that Guide? Or, if a Man through 


Neglect and Abuſe of Means becomes 


in Fadi ignorant of his Duty, is he 
therefore unaccountable (2)? Many 
ſuch Inferences are made by this Au- 


but deteſtable, 


Trex ſame Way of arguing runs 
through his whole Performance, about 
the extraordinary Diſcoveries that were 
made, and Means that were inſtituted 


by 
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thor, which are not only ſenſeleſs, 
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III 
by the Goſpel for the Recovery of Man- 
kind, which were not diſcoverable by 
the Light of Nature. Without inqui- 
ring at all, Whether they were fit 
Means to be uſed in order to promote 
the Reformation of Mankind, or not; 
he attacks them with this terrible Di- 
lemma; Either, that Gop interpoſed 
arbitrarily and unneceſſarily in giving 
them, or elſe, that the Law of Nature 
was defective, which would argue a 
Defe& of Wiſdom or Goodneſs in Gon. 
Now we anſwer, That the Law of 
Nature was not in any Point defec- 
tive; that it was given to * Men 
from all Corruption, which Purpoſe 
it would have ſerved, if they had 


duly attended to it; that their Cor- 


ruptions were owing to their Neglect 
and Abuſe of Means given to pre- 
vent them; and from thence only aroſe 
the Need of other extraordindry 
Means, which the Light of Nature 
could not diſcover. Hence you may 
perceive, how Natural and Revealed 
Religion differ, without ſuppoſing the 
one to be defective, or the other op- 
preſſed with arbitrary Impoſitions : The 

one was intended to keep Men from 
| F Falling, 


falling,” the other to relieve them int 
. that fallen Eftate. And as it is ſeldom 
found, that the ſame Means will ſerve 
to redreſs. an Evil, which would have 
prevented it; ſo it proved in this Caſe: 
And therefore we cannot conclude, 
that God interpoſed arbitrarily or un- 
neceſſarily, becauſe He applied other 
Means for the Recovery of Men, than 
He gave at firſt to prevent their fal- 
ling. | | Fir: 


SHOULD a ſick Man wrangle with 
his Phyſician at this rate, for preſcrib- 
ing different things for the Recovery of 
his Health, than he had formerly pre- 
| ſcribed for the Preſervation of it; or 
ſhould he fay to him, Away with 

your Drugs, there is but one uni- 
e verſal Remedy for all ſick Perſons (7), 
* Change of ill Habit of Body and 
Amendment, without conſidering 
what Means may be proper to promote 
that Change; his Diſtemper would be 
thought to have reached his Head. I 
will thergfore argue this Point no far- 
ther, leſt I ſhonld incur Cenſure for 

being tedious in a needleſs Caſe. 
N GEN TI Es 
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GENTLEMEN, 


III IL make no Apology for trou- 
bling You with this E//ay. If it needs 
any, let it be this, That the candid 
friendly Treatment, I have met with, 
during my Acquaintance with You, 
has tempted me to take this Opportus 
nity of acknowledging myſelf, 


Your moſt obliged 


Humble Servant, 


| North-Creak, . 1 
May 22. 1730. . ET 


THro. BULLOCKE; 
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Mar TH. XXI. 33, 34. 


There was a certain Houſholder which 
planted a Vineyard, and hedged it 
round about, and digged a Wine-preſs . 
in it, and built a Tower, and let it 
out to Husbandmen, and went into a 
Far Country. he Ee 
And when the Time of the Fruit' drew 
near, he ſent his Servants to the Huf 
bandmen, that they might receive the 
Fruit of it. 5 5 


UR Bleſſed Lo R DN, after 
many Cavils and Exceptions 
raiſed by the eus againſt the 
D Authority and Power, with 
which he taught, and wrought 
daily Miracles in their Sight 
ſeeing their Obſtinacy and Infidelity to 1n- 
creaſe againſt every kind of Evidence, and 
all means of Conviction ; endeavoured at 
laſt (by way of Parable) to inſinuate into 
their Minds a Senſe of their Ingratitude, and 
in the Perſons of other Men to paint to them 

= | B their 


#- : 45 A 
hy * 
* 5 


their own Characters: That all Selfiſhneſs 


and Prejudice being laid aſide, they might 
be led inſenſibly to paſs an impartial Judg- 
ment upon their own Behaviour, 
Tu is was the Intent of the Parable now 
before us. Where God is repreſented un- 
der the Character of an Houſholder, planting 


a Vineyard, fencing and e i with 


all things neceſſary, and placing Husband- 
men in it. A fit Repreſentation of his Con- 
duct towards the Children of J/rael! ! For 
after He had brought them out of the Land 


of Egypt and through the Wilderneſs, by 


Signs and Wonders, with a mighty Hand and 


a ſtreiched out Arm, He placed them in a 


very pleaſant Land, and defended them from 


their Enemies round about: He alſo gave 


Ia. v. 7. 


them his Statutes and Ordinances and Judg- 
ments, with an Aſſurance that, if they ob- 
ſerved them, they ſhould be his People, and 
He would be their Gop. After ſuch pecu- 
liar Mercies ſhewed them, He could not but 
expect ſome Returns of Gratitude and Re- 
ſpect, Reverence and Obedience. But *tis 
too notorious, that they quickly forgat his 
Works and would not abide his Counſels : 

As he complains by his Pro 2 Iſaiah, The 
Vineyard of the L. o D of s ts the Houſe 


of Iirael, and the Mag Judah his pleaſant 
Plant : And he looked for Judgment but behold 
Oppreſſion, for Righteouſneſs, but behold a 
Cry. Gop often aſſayed. to check theſe 
| Backſlidings of his People, ſending unto 
n his Servants the Prophets time after 

| time, 


kr 


| time, to admoniſh them of the Fo” of chat . 
_ doings and to reclaim them: Notwithſtand- 
ing they would not hearken, nor be reclaim- 
ed; but zbey killed his Prophets, and ſtoned. 
chem which were ſent unto them, (as is obſerved 
of the Husbandmen in the Parable) and har- 
dened themſelves againſt all means of Con- 
viction.—ſtill Gor thought not fir to give 
them up to Ruin, till he had tried every 
poſſible means for their Recovery. And 
fince all inferior Methods had proved inef- 
fectual, He reſolved at laſt to bring their 
Condition to a Criſis, to try the utmoſt he 
could do; if that failed, to give them up | 
for ever. Laſt of all he ſent unto them bis Son. Ver. 37. 
A greater Meſſenger He could not fend, nor 
one more likely to prevail with them; there- 
fore after him no other was to be expected, 
no farther means to be tned upon them, as 
appears by the Sequel of the Parable, where 
they that rejected the Son are 3 wor- 
thy of utter Deſtruction. 
AnD this Repreſentation of the Caſe of 
the Jews is indeed but an Epitome of the 
State of Mankind from the Creation of the 
World, to the Coming of our Saviour; and 
the Parable will, without any Force put 
upon it, bear che Application. — By the 
 Houfholder's planting a Vineyard, hedging 
it about and ſupplying it with all Conveni- 
encies, we may underſtand the great Work 
of Gop in creating the World, and fur- 
niſhing it with all Things neceſſary and con- 


venient and delightful. His letting it out to 
B 2 Husband- 
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Husbandmen may ſignify, his creating Man 


upon the Face of the Earth, and giving him 
the Command and Uſe of it. — By the Hou- 
HpPolder's going into a far Country, we can- 
not underſtand Gop's real Abſence from 
any Part of his Creation; for He 1s a 
Being of an immenſe Nature, every where 
prefent, who ſees and knows all the Actions 
of Men andunderſtandeth all their Thoughts. 
He is therefore repreſented as one abſent from 
his Family, not becauſe of any local Diſtance 
from them, but becauſe He acts in ſome re- 
ſpects as one abſent from them. For In- 
ſtance: A Man that is preſent in his Family 
takes immediate Cognizance of the Behavi- 
our of his Servants, and without Delay re- 
proves or encourages, rewards or puniſhes 
them, as he thinks they deſerve: But if he 
ſhould be abſent from his Family for any 


conſiderable Time, he cannot all that Time : 


 animadvert upon their Conduct, but muſt 


defer accounting with them till his Return. 
And in this Reſpect Gop uſually deals with 


Men, as a Maſter that 1s abſent from his 


Servants 3 He doth not immediately enter 


into Judgment with them; but ſuffers Men 


(generally ſpeaking) to go on in their own | 


Ways, without making a conſtant viſible 
Difterence between the righteous and the 
wicked; becauſe he hath appointed a Day, 
when be will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 


and render to every Man according to his Deeds. 


Hence it is, that CaRis7's Coming to 


Judgment 1 Is Jever al times in Scripture liken- 


ed 


„ 
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ed to a Man returning to his Family after 
a long Abſence, and coming from a Journey 
to take Account of his Servants. And for 
the ſame reaſon Gop is repreſented in this 


Parable as one abſent from his Creatures. 
The Houfholder's ſending Servants to require 
of the Husbandmen the Fruit of his Vineyard, 
naturally calls to Mind the early Degeneracy 


of Men, how ſoon they forgat the Gop that 
made them, and how apt to abuſe and miſin- 


terpret his preſent Forbearance with them 


into an Occaſion of ſinning more ſecurely. 
As a wicked Servant who (in. his Maſter's 
Abſence) ſays in his Heart, My Lord delay- 
eth his Coming, and therefore encourages 
himſelf in all manner of Enormities. . For 
this reaſon it ſeemed good to Almighty Gop 


to ſend his Servants the Prophets from time 


to time, to check and reſtrain the Licenti- 
ouſneſs of Men, to remind them of their. 
Duty, and recall them to their Obedience. 
Thoſe firſt Servants that were ſent, men- 
_ tioned, ver. 34. may well be applied to the 
Patriarchs before the F lood, who were ap- 
pointed by Gop to oppoſe the Depravity of 
thoſe Times. And the Treatment they met 
with on that Occaſion will bear to be repre- 
ſented by the Uſage the Houſbolder's Servants 
are ſaid to receive from the Husbandmen. 
Then thoſe other Servants, more in Num- 
ber than the firſt, which are faid to be ſent, 

ver. 36, will anſwer to the Prophets em- 
ployed by G op under the Jewiſb O-conomy : 

And that their Treatmentzwas ſuch, as is 


deſcribed | 
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deſcribed in the Parable, the Hiſtory of the 


Old Teftament doth abundantly teſtify. Then 


follows the third and laſt remarkable Inter- 
poſition of Providence, by the Mediation 


of the Son of Gop, which was unqueſtio- 
nably intended by thoſe Words of the Pa- 


| rable, ver. 37. Laſt of all he ſent unto them 


bis Son. And according to the Repreſenta- 
tion of the Parable was the Treatment he 
met with from the jewiſh Rulers: For ob- 


ſerving the — of the People to fol- 


low him, they were afraid left the Romans, 


offended at it, ſnould come and take away 


their Place and Nation, and therefore judg- 
ed it expedient for the Preſervation of their 
Dignity to put him to Death; directly ſig- 
nified by the Husbandmens conſulting toge- 


ther againſt the Houſpolder's Son, ſaying, 


ver. 38. This is the Heir, come, let us kill him, 


and let us ſeize on his Inheritance. 
Ov Bleſſed Lorp having thus by Pa- 
rable repreſented the Uſage, which fl the 


Son of Gop ſhould meet with, put this 


Queſtion to them, When the Lord of the 
Vineyard cometh, what will he do unto thoſe 
Fusbandmen * The Jews, not immediately 
perceiving, that the Parable was ſpoken a- 
ainſt them, anſwered impartially and ſaid, 


Hie will miſerably deſtroy thoſe wicked Men, and 


will let out his Vineyard to other Husbandmen, 


bo ſhall render him the Fruits in their Seaſon. 


This latter Part of the Parable is ſomewhat 
differently related by St. Luke, who makes 
our Saviour to anſwer his own ton, and 

the 
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the Jews, inſtead of paſſing ſuch a Sentence, 
to ſay, God forbid. To reconcile this Diffe- 
rence, it is to be obſerved, That St. Luke 
omits the firſt Anſwer given to the , Fews, 
and relates only a Confirmation of it by our 
Bleſſed Lo RD: Upon which the Jews, per- 
ceiving the Parable was intended againſt 
them, would have retracted their former 
Sentence and faid, God forbid. This may 
ſerve to ſhow us the ill Effects of a Self- 
Partiality, which 1s ſo apt to corrupt the 
Judgment, and often hinders Men, other- 
wiſe capable of paſſing a true Judgment 
upon Vice and-the ſeveral Aggravations of 
it, from perceiving the Iniquity of their own 
Behaviour. The Fews, when their Ingrati- 
tude and Perverſeneſs was laid before them 
in the Perſons of other Men, readily con- 
cerved a right Opinion of it, and could not 
but expreſs their Abhorrence and Deteſta- 
tion of it, and with great Indignation paſt 
a very ſevere Sentence upon the Perſons ſup- 
poſed to be guilty of ſuch a Conduct: But 
when our Saviour made the Application, 
and ſignified to them, that they were the Men 
intended by the Husbandmen in the Parable, 
they would fain have retracted their former 
Sentence, and began to judge that hard in 
their own Caſe, which they had adjudged to 
be reaſonable in the Caſe of other Men. 

From the Parable thus explained, out 
of the many uſeful Obſervations and Re- 
flexions that may be made upon it, I ſhall 
take particular Notice of theſe that 1 
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x: WI may obſerve, what is the. 12350 
fundamental Principle of all Religion, 
viz. Our neceſſary Dependence upon Al- 
mighty Gop, as Author and Diſpoſer of all 
things, ſignified to us under the Character 
of an Houſpolder planting a <5 and 
flacing Husbandmen in it. 


II. Wx may obſerve from thence the Du- 
ties of natural Religion incumbent upon us 
from that Principle, ſignified in the Parable 
by the Fruits of the Vineyard, which the Hou- 
Holder 3 to receive from his Husband- 
men. 


© FG WI may * the true Intent of 

the ſeveral Revelations made by Gop to 
Mankind, ſignified to us in the Intention of 
the Houſholder ſending Servants to the Huſ- 
bandmen, to demand the Fruits 12 5 his Vine- 
yard. 


I. 1 SHALL take Notice of the great 
fundamental Principle of all Religion, viz. 
Our neceſſary Dependance upon Almighty Gop, 
as Author and Diſpoſer of all things, ſignified 
to us under the Character of an Houſholder 
planting a Vineyard and placing Husbandmen 
in it. The Reaſon of our Lord's introducin 
this Parable with an Account of what the 
Houſholder did to his Vineyard, before he 
put it into the Hands of Husbandmen, was 
plainly to ſhew the Obligation, which the 

Husbandmen 


191 


Husbandmen lay under, of ſatisfying the 
Demands of their Maſter. They became 


thereby his Dependents, whey held it by his 


good Pleaſure; he had taken Care to furniſh 


it with all Conveniencies, and to make it 


every way fit for their Purpoſe : On theſe 


Conſiderations, (and not upon the Foot of 
mere Dominion, which in many Inſtances is 
ſeen to be acquired by Violence and Wrong) 
was fpunded their Obligation to make the 
Returns expected from them. As the Vine- 


yard did of right belong to him, he muſt 


have ſome Concern in the Diſpoſal of the 
Fruits : As they held it by his Favour, they 
were evidently accountable to him in the 
Management of it. And as he had planted 
it, the End for which he did it, ought al- 
ways to have been conſidered and regarded 


by them: They were obliged in Intereſt, 


Equity and Gratitude ſo to do. And every 
Obligation of this Kind will appear to lie 
much ſtronger upon us with Reſpect to 
GOD: Who created a World for our Uſe 


and Service, furniſhed it with all things ne- 


ceſſary and convenient for the Support of 
human Lite, and fitted it in every Reſpect 
to anſwer the Needs and Exigences of our 
Nature. Having provided a Place; thus 
fit, thus conventent for the Reception of the 
Gueſts intended, He afterwards created 
Man, and made him capable of reliſhing 

the Enjoyments and of finding Pleaſure in 
the Uſe of thoſe Things, which had been 
provided for him. = creating the "_—_ 


10 
He had Regard to the Creatures, for whom 
it was intended, ſuiting every thing to their 
Capacities and Powers, their Tempers and 
Conſtitutions, their Aﬀections and Neceſſi- 
ties: And in making Man he had reſpect to 
the Proviſion that was made for him. He 
furniſhed the World with ſuch things, as 
were moſt proper for ſuch Beings as we are; 
and made us of ſuch a Frame and Nature, 
that we might receive Comfort and Refreſh- 
ment from them. Every way He ſhewed a 
Regard to our Good, both in our own and 
the World's Creation; laying us under the 
ſtricteſt Obligation therefore, in Point of 
Intereſt, Equity and Gratitude, to have Re- 
gard to his Will, and the Ends for which he 
made us, both in the Government of our- 
| ſelves, and in the Uſe of thoſe things he had 
provided for us. „„ 
Ap there is, that which adds to the Ob-— 
ligation ariſing from theſe Conſiderations, 
The generous diſintereſted Motive, which 
inclined the Divine Being to be thus graci- 
ous : It was not to inlarge his own Happi- 
neſs ; but to communicate Happineſs to his 
Creatures ; not that the Creature could add 
any thing to him, who is infinite in Perfec- 
tion, but that other Beings might be made 
happy by him. This is a Conſideration, 
which no Similitude drawn from the Affairs 
of human Life can ſignify or repreſent to 
us. The Houſpolder planted his Vineyard, 
not for the Sake of the Husbandmen only, 
but with a View alſo to his own * 
1 ut 
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But Gop created the World merely for 
our Uſe and Service; He alone was the Au- 
thor, and we alone do reap the Benefit of it. 
If therefore the Husbandmen were obliged to 
make grateful Returns, and to acknowledge 
the Dependance they had upon the Houſpol- 
der in a ſuitable Manner; how much more 
are we obliged to Gon who needed us not, 

neither can be profited by us. | 
Tu Conſideration of this Dependance 
we have on Gop for Life and Breath and 
every thing we enjoy, as it is the firſt and 
moſt obvious Principle that Nature leads us 
to, in reflecting upon the Divine Being, ſo 
is it the main and fundamental Principle 
upon which the religious Services we pay to 
him are founded. A Principle, which- can 
hardly eſcape the Notice of the moſt ordi- 
nary Capacity; which needs not much Sub- 
tilty of Reaſoning to convince us of its 
Truth, nor much Acuteneſs of Judgment 
to find it out. For when we reflect upon 
ourſelves, we cannot but perceive, that we 
were not the Authors of our own Being, 
neither were the Faculties and Powers we 
have of our own Contrivance, nor the 
things we enjoy of our own Creating: And 
we are as certain, or ſubject to ſo 
many Changes and Imperfections could not 
have exiſted neceſſarily, or by any Power 
inherent in themſelves; bur muſt depend 
upon the effective Influence of ſome Cauſe 
without them. From whence we cannot 
but conclude, That FOR was a firſt Cauſe 
| 2 | of 
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of all things, which being eternal and ne- 
ceſſarily exiſting was the Cauſe of all other 
things beſides. And this again.immediately 
ſuggeſts to us the neceſſary Dependance we 
have upon him, and the utter Impoſſibility 
of our being at all, and much more of en- 
Joying any thing without him, And this 
Principle of Religion, as it is plain and ob- 
vious, ſo is it ſtrong and forcible, and of it- 
ſelf ſufficient to demonſtrate to us the Equi- 
ty and Reaſonableneſs of the great Duties of 
natural Religion ; z even without thoſe other 
Conſiderations, which may be added to en- 
courage and enforce it. This we find plain- 
ly intirnated in the Parable : For the only 
Reaſon ſuggeſted there, why the Houſholder 
ſhould expect from the Husbandmen the 
Fruits of the Vineyard, was, becauſe he 
had planted and furniſhed it, and put it in- 
to the Hands of thoſe Husbandmen. With 
much greater Reaſon therefore does Gop 
f expect from us Homage and Reverence, 
Gratitude and Obedience; becauſe we have 
| received from him, not only the things we 
enjoy, but ourſelves likewiſe, and the power 
of enjoying them. I ſhall e there- 
fore to conſider, 


II. Tux Duties of Natura! Religion 
incumbent upon us from this Principle; 
ſignified in the Parable by the Fruits of the 
Vineyard, which the Houſholder expected to 
receive from the Husbandmen. And here I 
Reed nc not take the Pains to obſerve the ſe- 

vera] 


tut 


veral Obligations incumbent upon the Hufe 
bandmen from their Dependance upon the 
Houſholder any farther, than as it may ſerve 
to illuſtrate the Reaſonableneſs of thoſe Ob- 
ligations incumbent upon us from our De- 
pendance upon Gop. 

Anp from the Dependance we have on 
Gov, it muſt be allowed, That we ought 
to acknowledge that Dependance, be it 
what it will; and that we ought not to aſ- 
ſume to ourſelves, or impute to any other 
Cauſe, what is wholly owing to him alone. 
And ſince we depend entirely upon him for 
every thing, it will follow, That we can 
have no ſure Confidence in our own Schemes 
or ih any the inferior Helps, which this 
World affords ; but that all our Hopes and 
Expectations ſhould ultimately centre in 
Him who alone can give, or with-hold, as he 
pleaſes, and on whole ſole Will the Succeſs 
or Diſappointment of every Councel or De- 
ſign does neceſſarily depend. We are o- 
bliged therefore in all our Needs and Exi- 
gences to look up to Him uſing the ſeveral 
Powers and Faculties he has given us, as 
the Inſtruments of his gracious Will, and 
ſubmitting the Event of every thing to 
Him, who knows upon the whole what 1s 
beſt and moſt convenient. 

Ir is alſo highly reaſonable, That we en- 
deavour at all times to act ſuitably to ſuch 
Dependance, refleQing frequently with Gra- 
ritude upon his Goodneſs in the wiſe Diſpo- 

fal of us and all our Concerns, thankfully 
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praiſing him for thoſe Bleſſings and Benefits 
we daily receive from his bountiful Hand, 
for our Being and Subſiſtence, for the Pow- 
ers and Faculties both of Body and Mind, 
for all the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of 
Life, and for every thing we enjoy; and 
that we give the Honour thereof to him 
alone, becauſe He alone was the Author and 
Giver of them. 1 | 
Ix is farther reaſonable and neceſſary, as 
we owe our Beings, our Powers and Facul- 
ties to him, That we ſhould employ them 
in ſuch a Manner, as upon the heſt Notices 
we can get, appears moſt agreeable to his 
Will, tending to the Manifeſtation of his 
Glory, and to ſerve thoſe Ends for which 
he deſigned them: And there is no more 
Reaſon to juſtify us in employing them o- 
therwiſe, than there is for a Servant to em- 
loy thoſe Goods his Maſter has entruſted 
im with for his own Uſe and Service, to any 
other faoliſh or wicked End, which his 
own Fancy may ſuggeſt, or his extrava- 
gant Defires lead him to. | = 
. TnarT Gon, in making us rational 
Creatures, and giving us Faculties far more 
excellent, than what he has beſtowed upon 
the Brutes which have no Underſtanding, 
did therein deſign us for greater and more 
worthy Ends than they, is evident and un- 
queſtionable. To give ourſelves up there- 
"Red brutiſh ſenſual Pleaſures, and to em- 
ploy thoſe better Faculties he has bleſt us 
- Vith, in the Service, and for the Gratifica- 
* 5 tion 


1 
tion of our Senſes only, (which the Brutes 
enjoy in common with us) is a direct Con- 
tradiction to that Deſign, and muſt be ve- 
ry diſpleaſing to the Author and Giver of 
them. | TS. 
Tarr Mind of Man is certainly a very 
excellent Production, which is beſt conceiv- 
ed by conſidering the many-excellent Pur- 
poſes capable of being promoted by it. To 
cultivate and improve it therefore, and to 
apply it carefully to every good Purpoſe, as 
far as we are able, as this ſerves to difcover 
more manifeſtly the Excellency of the Pro- 
duction, it muſt of Conſequence tend to the 
greater Manifeſtation of his Glory, who 
was the Author of it. It will therefore fol- 
low on the other hand, That if we cloud 
and weaken it by Intemperance, if we deface 
and ſully it by Extravagance, we do thereby 
diſhonour its Author, and contradi& the 
Deſign of Him who gave it. Wh 
TRE Capacity Gop has given us of di- 
ftinguiſhing between Good and Evil, of 
diſcerning what 1s ſuitable to our Nature, 
to the Station we are placed in, to the Rela- 
tion we bear to others, was certainly given 


us with Deſign that we ſhould apply it to 


ſuch Purpoſes: And he that gives a thing 
for a certain End, gives it in Expectation 
of ſeeing that End promoted by it. Isit 
not therefore acting ungratefully towards 
our great Benefactor, and unfuitably to the 
Dependance we have upon him, if we mif- 
apply it, or wilfully diſobey the nn 

| | of 


C6) 


of it? If an Hou/holder plant his Vineyartl - > 


with the - choiceſt Vines, and his Labourers 
neglect to prune and cultivate: them ; if he 


furniſh them with proper Inſtruments of 
Huſbandry, and they either make no Uſe 


of them, or elſe employ them to dig up 
and deſtroy his Vineyard; they act more 
like Enemies than Dependents, or as Lords 
in their own; and not like Labourers in 
another's Vineyard, After the ſame Man- 


ner do Men act towards their great Crea- 


tor, when they neglect or miſimploy thoſe 
excellent Faculties he has given them, when 
they give themſelves up to Senſuality and 
Pleaſure, without Regard to Reaſon or the 
Dictates of it, when they uſe their Wit 
and Parts to oppofe Truth, or pervert 
Judgment, to defraud or deceive their 
Neighbour, or any Advantage they have 


over another, to injure or abuſe him; ſuch 


Uſe of our Faculties is evidently contrary 
to the Defign of the Giver' and if there 
be any Foundation for the Notions we 
have of his Wiſdom, Juſtice and Good- 


neſs, it cannot but be highly diſpleaſing to 


him. 


in our Nature, ſuch as Deſire and Aver- 
fion, Hope and Fear with the like, ſo long 
as they are regulated and directed by our 
Reaſon, and by due Attention fixed up- 
on proper Objects, are found to be of 
great Service to quicken our Diligence and 
Application to that which is good, and 

to 


1 — 


Tu Paſſions, which Gop has planted | 


top 

tb reſtrain us from that which is evil: But if 
they are let looſe and wantonly indulged 
without Reaſon or Prudence to guide them, 
they break out into many Extravagances, 
and produce Effects prejudicial to our Na- 
ture and diſhonourable to God. He there- 
fore that indulges his Paſſions in contradic- 
tion to his Reaſon, is like the Husbandman, 
who having a plentiful Supply of Water to 
refreſh, his Vineyard at proper Seaſons, 
breaks down the Banks and tears up the 
Sluices, and thereby lets in a Torrent of 
Water to deſtroy it and render it unpro- 

fitable. | 
U ron the whole we may obſerve, That, 
as it is more for the Honour of God, and 
more agreeable to the Deſign of a wiſe and 
good Being, to employ our ſeveral Facul- 
ties and Talents to ſome uſeful and good 
Purpoſe, our Reaſon to diſcover, by what 
Means we may beſt improve ourſelves, or 
be moſt beneficial to others, our Faculty of 
Speech to counſel and adviſe, rather than to 
deceive our Neighbour, our worldly Goods 
and Advantages to aſſiſt and relieve them 
that are in Neceſſity, rather than to con- 
ſume them in Vanity or Intemperance, or 
| Exceſs: I ſay, As this Uſe of them tends 
to. manifeſt the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
God in the Conſtitution of human Nature, 
it evidently follows from that entire Depen- 
dance we have upon him, that we are o- 
bliged ſo to uſe them, and that if we do not, 
we involve ourſelves — the ſame Guilt * 35 
8 | "*. 8 — 


* 


Wan in the Parable! whorduſed 


their Lord the Fruits of his Vineyard. For 


we are (to ſpeak in the Words af the Pro- 
phet 1/aiah) the Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts; 
thoſe Faculties of Body and Mind, and out- 
ward Advantages of Life, which he gave 
us, are the Conveniencies he has furniſhed 
it wich; and the only Fruit we can render 
to Him, or He receive from us, is to uſe 


them in ſach a Manner, as will moſt re- 


dound to his Honour and Glory. This is 
the leaſt' that even common Gratitude can 
require of us; we can hardly think of the 


. Benefits we have recejved from him without 


being ſenſible of this Obligation; and to 


deny, that thus much is due to him, 1s in 
effect to deny him to be the Author of our 
NN. Co | | 
AN p though this Principle of our De- 
pendance upon God for Life and Breath 
and every thing we enjoy, has been found 
in Fact too weak to incline Men to a right 
Uſe of the ſeveral Powers and Faculties and 
Advantages, which God has given them : 
(whether for want of wel] Conſidering it, or 
of due Attention to the plain neceſſary Con- 
ſequences which flow from it, or elſe thro? 
the Oppoſition of violent Luſts and Paſ- 


ſions and vicious Habits long indulged) yet 


to unprejudiced Reaſon it cannot but ap- 


pear of ſufficient Force to convince us of 
the Obligation, though uncapable of itſelf 


to keep us in the Practice of natural and 


moral Duties. | 


I can- 


fr 


I canxoT' bur think PERL that it 


would be of great Uſe and Service, though 
not entirely to depend upon; yet fre- 
quently to have Recourſe to this Principle, 


and to give it a place in our Thoughts, 
amongſt the other Arguments and Mo- 
tives we have to Practical Religion. It 
would ſerve to convince us, that the Duties 
of it are of an unalterable Nature, ſuch as 
will always oblige us, as long as we are 
Creatures; and Creatures we muſt always 


acknowledge ourſelves to be, ſubſiſting by 


the mere good Pleaſurt of our great Crea- 
tor. And in this View, thoſe Duties cannot 
be looked upon-as the i Impoſitions of a 
hard or tyrannical Maſter, ſince they ſpring 


as it were out of our very Being: For as it 


was —— we ſhould be at all without 
being dependent; ſo is it impoſſible . we 


ſhould be free from thoſe Duties and Obli- 
gations, which naturally flow from Depen- 


dency itſelf. This alſo will convince us, 
” hat no true Religion, no Revelation ha- 
ing God for its Author, can be ſuppoſed 
8 be diſpenſed with, or diſannul the funda- 
mental Laws of our Nature, the Laws of 
Equity and Humanity, which are neceſſa- 
rily interwoven with our very Being and the 
Conditions of it. In Confirmation whereof 
I ſhall proceed wi . 
III. To conſider the true Intent of the 
ſeveral Revelations made by Gop to Man- 


kind, ſignified to us in the Intention of the 
2 Houſholder, 


* 


[20] 2! 
Houſholder, ſending Servants to the Husband- 
men, to demand the Fruits of bis Vineyard. 
The Houſbolder ſent his Servants to the Huſ- 
bandmen, not to make any new Demands, 
nor arbitrarily to increaſe their Burden with 
new Impolitions ; but to require a Perform- 
ance of thoſe Terms, they were originally 
obliged to, upon their firſt Admiſſion into 
his Vineyard. Upon their Neglect hereof, 
he ſent his Meſlengers to put them in mind 
of their Duty, and to require a Performance 
of it. Upon their ill Succeſs, he ſent other 
Servants more than the firſt ; and upon the 


fame Occaſion he thought fit at laſt to ſend 
his Son. — Loves, 
ExAcrL parallel was the Caſe of 
Mankind, and the Occaſion of the ſeveral 
Interpoſitions of Gop by his Servants the 
Prophets. At firſt he left Men to the Gui- 
dance of natural Light, by a due Uſe of 
their Reaſon to diſcover what beſt became 
the Station they were placed in, and what 
Duties were incumbent upon them in the 
Relation they ſtood to Go p, as their Crea- 
tor, and to one another, as their Zellow- 
Creatures, of the ſame Frame and Conſtitu- 
tion; expecting no Service from them, but 
what their own Reaſon would ſuggeſt, and 
the very Nature and Circumſtances of their 
Being, well conſidered, would have recom- 
mended to them, (i. e.) With all Humility 
and Gratitude to have acknowledged their 
Dependance upon the Gop that made them, 
To have treated one another, as partak- 


ing 


g of the ſame Nature, with Equity and 
Hana, and with Attention, Sobriety, 
and a due Regulation of their Paſſions, to 
have kept themſelves in a Capacity of doing 
what beſt became their Station and Circum- 
ſtances. Not till Men had greatly fail- 
ed in theſe Reſpects, did Gop interpoſe by 
his Servants the Prophets, whoſe chief Im- 
ployment it was, To teſtify againſt the Ini- 
quities and Corruptions of Men, to renew 
in them a Senſe of their Creator, whom they 
had neglected, and with farther Arguments 
and Motives to awaken their Attention to 
thoſe Duties, which Reaſon itſelf had re- 
commended to them, This was the Sub- 
ſtance of Enoch's Prophecy, as appears by 


the Account given of it by St. Zude; and ver. 14, 


that of Noah was to the Re Effect, for 15. 


which Reaſon he is called by St. Peter, 4 2 as 1. 


Preacher of Righteouſneſs. | 
Bur as theſe AdmonitiGns of the Patri- 
archs had not the deſired Effect, nor yet that 
_ dreadful Deluge, which Gop brought upon 
the World of the Ungodly: He afterwards 
attempted by a new Inſtitution of Religion 
to ratify and confirm the immutable Laws 
of Nature and Reaſon, writing them on Ta- 
bles of Stone, which fore were wrote upon 
the fleſply Tables of the Heart. He added in- 
deed at that time divers other Laws and 
Ordinances, not for the Sake 'of the Laws 
themſelves, nor yet to burden his People: 
but as Mears to prevent the idolatrous Diſ- 
poſition of thoſe Times, and the many 


groſs 


groſs Corruptions in 
ſequent thereupon. For it is to be obſerved, 
That when his People paid greater Regard 
to theſe Ordinances, than to the natural 
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Obligations of Piety and Humanity, He 


_ E ſeverely reproved them for it, telling them, 


1 will have Mercy and not Sacrifice. And 
the Prophet Micah. plainly ſignified that 
Gop had no Regard to thoſe Ordinances 
for their own Sake, when he expoſtulated 
with them in this manner: What doth” the 
Lob require of thee, but to do Fuſtice, to 
love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
SE EE me 5 - 

Bur this was yet more clearly mani- 
feſted by the Appearance of the Son of 
Gor, who made it his chief Buſineſs to en- 


courage, and to promote the Practice of, 


all moral Duties; to clear them from the 


- groſs Interpretations, which Men had put 
upon them, {as we may obſerve from the 


vth Chapter of St. Matthew) to give them 
a Pattern thereof. in his Life and Conver- 

ation, to enforce the Practice of them by a 
clear and more certain Diſcovery of a future 


State of Rewards and Puniſhments ; and by 


ſeveral other Helps, Advantages and Encou- 
ragements offered to keep them ſteady in 
the Obſervance of them. X78 

WI ſee therefore, That under all the 
various Diſpenſations of Providence, the 
ame Fruits were ſtill expected, even our 
Obedience to the eternal and immutable Laws 
of Nature and Reaſon. It is not therefore 


T = 
à little ſurprizing to ſee Men, that pre- 
tend the greateſh Zeal for Revealed Reli- 
gion, not only deſtitute of theſe Fruits, 
but oft times making «wilfal Havock of 
them for . W _ in the EO (as 
they pretend) of a Religion revealed by 
: 805 Eat where do Vat. find the Laws of ' 
Equity and Humanity diſpenſed with, upon 
any the moſt ſpecious Pretence whatſoever 2 _ 
What Part of ' Scripture is it, that allows _ 
Envy and Strife and Bitterneſs in the moſt 
| ſtrenuous Contender for the Chriſtian Faith? 
Both under the Law and under the Goſpel, 
we may obſerve the greateft Care imagina- 
ble "taken of the Duties of Morality and a 
good Life. They are preſs'd, and repeated, 
and inculcated with ſuch Earneſtneſs and Va- 
riety of Argument and Expreſſion, that the 
ſacred Writers muſt intend they ſhould be 
ever uppermoſt. in our Thoughts. We are 
told, that CRHRIST's coming. in the Fleſh, 
was 10 deſtroy Sin in the Fleſh 3 that He con- 
tinued upon Earth, to be an Example to us 
of a Holy and Virtuous Life; that He ff. 
fered to redeem us from all Iniquity, and ta 
purchaſe to himſelf a peculiar People zealous of 
© good Works, that He ſent his Holy Spirit 
' with this Intent, that we through the Spirit 
might mortify the Deeds of the Body, and bring 
forth the Fruits thereof in all Goodneſs, and 
Righteouſneſs, and Truth. 1 | 
HERE then is true Religion, confirmed. 
by the concurrent Teſtimony of all the Pro- 
phets and Meſſengers of Go from the 
| 7 Foundation 


3 * | : | 5 88 "7 241 
„ 1 Foundation of the World: Here i is anctent 
K Religion, eſtabliſned with the World, and 
ttzäat will not end with it: Religion of that 
MWeig ht and Importance, that Gop Was 
pleaſed at ſundry. Times, and in divers mi- 

raculous manners to interpoſe on. irsRehalf, 

and at laft to confirm; it by the Mediation 


e of his Sor, whoſe Goſp which is the. 

| | Grace of God bringing $ 8 teac hetb us, 

| . that denying Ungodlineſs and wotldly Luſts, 

we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly;. End: goully. 

in this preſent World. The old Foundation 

therefore, (as St. Paul obſer ves) feullſtangeth 

Kb having this Seal of Confirmafle Si- 

ven to it by: the 'Golp pel, Let Every "Owe 

ws THAT NAMETH THE Non OF CrrIisT 
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